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Throu oh the moſt remarkable Pute | 


of hs HOLY LAND in 1776: 
Wherein is particularly deſcribed, 


Mount N Jerifatem, nd all the Curioſities 

in and about that once moſt famous City, The 
River Jordan, its Riſe and Courſe. The Valley 
of Salt, and Lake of Sodom. Mount — 
Mount Sinai, Mount Horc! Maunt Her 


Mount Gilboa, and the R bah, whi dap. up- 
. oa the Iſraelites: with for 39 Tears: 
Wich a minute Diſcripti-. of the Places ſo 
oſten mentioned in Ser he extent and 
Number of Acres Site: 85 » Holy Land, 
with an Accour' rt + habitans, A 
biene of :3 ancient Cu- 
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; Travels from Aleppo, to Jeruſalem, Oc. 


I TAVING:been often importuned by ſeveral ac- 


1 quaintance, ſince my arrival * to 


publiſh my Travels through the Holy Land; and in 


order both to ſatisfy them and oblidge tie publick, 1 


have complied with their requeſt: therefore without 
any SON preface, take them as follows: On Teuſ- 
day Ma . We let 
2 N. E. wind on board the Margaret, Thomas Mid- 
dleton Commander, being twenty Engliſh Men (of 
the Factory of Aleppo) in company; but being forced 
to return three times by contrary winds, by May 10. 
we arrived at Trippoly, whoſe port is gaurded with 
fix ſmall Caſtles near the Sea, and one great Caſtle 
upon the land; defended from Tempeſt on the Weſt 


y 3d 1 776, we ſet ſail from Scandernoon with 


' . with illands, and the eaſt with a Cape of land; ſo that 


only a north Wind can prejudice Ships in this port: 


The Ground is ſtorey, which forced the Captains to 
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inhabitants ar in houſes of 
Reeds and coy | road to this vil- 
lage is very, | Toft of Olive- 
trees, and in Mulberries, 
with which 1 May 14. 
I We departed r in e 
Morning, paſſ. ins 
ce ed With vera. 
mountains rei n ml. 
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buoy up their Cables, the Ships riding in ſix or ſeven 
Fathom water.” The town is about a Mile from the 


marine, ſituate upon the ſhell of a hill, and hath one 
good Caſtle for its defence; the town is ruinate, and 


' - there were few de to be ſeen, it being the time 


of making whit © nd moſt of the people in their 


May 13. Afte ys treatment by the Conſuls 
(Engliſh; Frene teh] with extraordinary ci- 
- vility ; abont N 3 
Mount Leban/ * 


| oo "008 we let forward for 
385 fing from Trippo- 


ly, pitehed o \ Cofferſinue ;_ the 
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valleys: Between theſe mountains upon the aſcent of 
an hill we came to a fountain, where we breakfafted ; ' 1 
at ſeven we roſe from the fountain, and paſſed a very 1 
dangerous ragged mountain, about nine we came to 
Eden, a {mall village, and very pleaſantly ſeated, 
being ſurrounded with mulberries, and other forts of 
trees; walnuts eſpecially we found very common in 
this. mount: we went to the Biſhop's houſe, a moſt. 
| miferable ruinated cottage, who coming to bid us 
| welcome, appeared more like a Danghill-raker than 
A biſhop, © We enquired whence this village had its 
name, the Maronits who inhabit the Mountains ſay, 
This was the place where: Adam committed the Sin 
of eating the forbidden fruit; but the biſhop told us 
it was in heaven where were three trees, Adam- 
de ing forbidden to eat of one of them, which was 
| the fig tree; But after having eaten, he fell dow mn 
trom heaven among thoſe Cedars, which are tuo 
bacurs riding from the biſhop's howe, and there be- 
gan to till the ground. But the biſhop being very ig- 
norant, we forebore to enquire farther. The biſhop' 
bas great reſpect ſhewed him, eve. y one kiſſing his 
hand on their knees bare headed ; in his houſe he 
bath a ruinated Church, with an altar in it; and a 
little beyond is a ſmall chapel, near the head of a 
1 Rivulet that feeds his houſe with water, where were 
many men with Frank names, which had continued 
| there from-the Year 161 1. 3 | 
Mid-day coming, the biſhop made what preparation 
his houſe would afford for dinner, killing two kids 
| and a Goat, and giving us the beſt wine the moun- 
| tain did afford, being a well-reliſhed red and white 
| wine. Night coming, after ſupper, we kiſſed his 
hand; and next morning, being now but twelve in 
company, went to take our leave, and made him a 
. preſent, beſides ſomething to the ſervants, as is uſual 
for pilgrims that take this voyage; two of our company 
waiting our return to Trippoly. May 15. about 
| tive in the mor ing, we roſe from thence, and ad- 
vanced with our guides to take a view of Lebanen; 
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Which when taken ati about 300 wiles in cir- 
cumference, and conſiſts of two large mountaius, Le- 


banon, and Antilibanus, and appears at a diſtance to 
reſemble the ſhape of a horſe ſhoe, with its opening 
towards the north. The mountain is exceeding high 
and looks like as it were four mountains raiſing one 


for vines, the ſecond is barren; the third enjoys an 
almoſt perpetual ſpring; the fourth is often covered 
with ſnow. The cedars on the top of it, which were 
anciently very numerous, are now reduced to a few, 
but remarkable for their age and prodigious bulk; 
but their are many young ones, of a ſmaller ſize, Of 


the old ones, which are very large, there are only 
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above another; the firſt has a fruitful e il, excellent 


about 10, dne whereof we meaſured, and faund it near 


-- yards in circumference, and its branches iread- 


22 wav round it, for about 30 paces. Five or 


ing every -. Hund, the trunk divides itſelf in- 


ſix yards from the g. die as a large 1 


to five limbs, each of them «... "coy 


but there are but few of them of Io vat dimenſiors; 


Here jordan has itsriſe, andſeveralothergreatrivers, 


The tower of Lebanon, which looked toward Da- 


mamaſcus is now inhabited by popiſh monks in circum- 


ſtances 'very wretched ; but wild Arabs ſwarm al- 


moſt in every where in it. In the weſtern parts of 
it, dwell the Druſes, who are ſaid to be the remains 


of the Europian Croiſades, that went to theſe parts, 
in the IIth t2th and 13rh centries, for the recove- 


ry of the Holy Land. They are baptiſed, and hate, 


(as we were told) the Jews and Mahometans, and 


have not hitherto ſubmitted to the Turkiſh yoke, but 


the bulk of them have little more religion, than 


the wild beaſts, among whom they dwell, allowing 


of all manner of lewdneſs with mothers, ſiſters, and 


daughters. In the way as we returned there came 


10 us a captain of a village called Upſhara, he invited 


us to dinner at his village, which we accepted of, and 
— after dinner made him a prefent. This man is a Ma- 


ronite, and takes caffer or toll of the Turks which paſs 
that way, with their ſheep and oxen ; he hath a hun- 
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dred ſoldiers under his command, who are all Chrif- | 
tians. About two ofclock we mounted, and after 
three hours riding, we came to a mighty deep de- . 
ſcent winding in and out, which is the patriarch of 14 
the Marorites houſe, called Aaonibeue, it is a verx 
good convent, and lies under a rock; they have a 16 
bell in the church as in Europe, and go to their de- 1 
votions morning and evening. After we had kilſed Li 
the. patriarch's hand, we demanded what was to be | 
ſeen, and the druggermancarried us to fee Marrice's 11 
Croſs, of whom they recount this ſtory. . 5 
That a Venetian in the time that the Franks had 
| the country, came with his wife and one daughter 
| to live there; and after ſome years, his wite dy- 
& ing, he was reſolved to go into the convent and live 
© a religious life, and would therefore have his 
© daughter to leave him, but his perſuaſions could 
| © not prevail with her; but rather than leave her 
| © © father, ſhe ſhould put on man's apparel, and live a 
devoted life with him alſo; which at laſt (tho? 
© unwillingly)- be -affented to, ſhe being young 
- * ard handſome; there they lived very ſtrict- 
y for ſeveral years; afterward her father dy'd, 
the lay: brothers and fathers going out, as uſually 
* to till the ground, ſhe ſeldom went with them 
the Chief of the convent keeping ber at home (be- | 
| © ing much taken with ſuch a handſome young man 1% 
x © as he thought) whereupon they began to mble, vs 
| that St Marrena did not go with them; 1o that as | 
_ © the Fratres he was ſent out to work among them 
© near the village Turſe ; preſently after, one of the | 
young virgins of that village proving with child ſhe | 
©, came to the convent, and laid it to the charge of 'f | 
© St Marrena, who was thereupon preſently excom» , + | 
\, © municated, and lived a religious life in the grot near | | 
© the convent, for the ſpace af ſeven years; and ||} 
- * being then again admitted into the convent, and. _ || | 
'© ſtill continuing to live a very ſtrict life; be at length 
_ © died; and the faters coming, according to their cu- 1 
© ſtom, to Knoiat the body, found that he was a 17 
| 2 . in 
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have built an altar in the grot, and cal 
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© woman, whereupon they began to croſs themſelves, 


© and to beg pardon for excommunicating her, and 

| | ſed by the 
© name of St Marrena, as they have alſo in ſeveral 
<. grots thereabouts, in remembrance of the religious 


About à league from the convent, are two French- 


men that live a hermet's life, having bread and wine 
allowed them by the patriarch: night coming on we 


went to ſupper with the patriarch, the biſhop of Alep- 


Frelieks of thoſe that dwell therein; and when they 
carry any body to ſee them they preſently fall down 
5 ͤ K tc ef g2s 


po, and two other bifhops, with what the place afford= 
ed; at {upper they brought out a great glaſs Which 
held near two Engliſh- quarts, with which the old 

man ſoon made himſelf merry, it being their cuſtom 
to drink freely; he telling us, That that glaſs had 
belonged to the convent above a hundred years, and 


that the Turks coming once to ranſack the convent, 


ſeeing this glaſs, told the Fratres, if he could drink 
o that full of pure wine, he would ſave the copvent, 
, which, one-of them doing, the Turks went away, ad- 


miring-what fort of people they were. May, 16. 
We took: our leave of the patriarch, and preſented 
him with ſome money, alſo the poor Fratres, and 


others belonging to the con vent, and ſo took our jour- 
ney to Trippoly, having had a review of theſe 
mountains, wid the country adjacent, overſpread wich 
many fair villages, and fruitful valleys ſown with _ 


corn, and a great quaintity of Mulberry gardens; 
it being the general employment of the inhabitants 
A — 


£0 make filk, _ 5 
We returned to Trippoly to the conſuls houſę · that 


been extraordinary well treated, we took our leave 
of the conſul. May 18. about midnight, we ſet fail 


G For, Joppa, with à good wind; in the morning we 


came in ſight ef Cape Blanco, where the wind prov- 
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| night, where after two days repoſe, and having 


ing contrary, we were forced to beat up and down 
- Sr two days before we could weather the caye ; the. 
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wind coming good we, weather'd it, and: came in fight 
of Cape. Carmel, which two capes make the bay of 
Aer ica, on which there is a convent of white friars, 
and there they ſhewed" us Elitha's-tomb, Three or 
four hours ſail further, we came in fight of Ceſarea, 

now ruinate, and inhabited by ſavage Arabs.” May, 
23. we arrived at Joppa, being, about 34 miles 
N. W. of Jeruſalem, which hath no harbour to de- 
fend ſhips from ſtorms, but very good ground to an- 
chor in, about ten fathom water: It is a poor town, 
and hath one caſtle to defend thoſe ſhips that come in 
cloſe to the ſhore ; the chief trade thereof is pot aſhes 
for ſoap, cotton, and cotton yarn, which the Franks 
bring from thence. May 24. We arrived at Ramah, 
about 6 miles N. from Jer ulalem, a pleaſant village: | 
the trade of the inhabitants is in Fillado's; the peo- 
| ple are poor, and the livelihood of the women is to 
{pin it; We were treated there at the convent, till 
a meſſenger was diſpatched to the convent at jerufa- 
lem, for our admittance to pals thither, becauſe of 
tome extravagant ſtories that flew abroad of the 
plague raging in the place from whence we GST, 
our meſſenger retured back that night. 
May 25. In the morning, we mounted to take our 
journey for Jeruſalem, and baited at St Jerom's 
church about twelve, to eat what ſmall proviſions 
we had with us; and the heat of the day being paſ- 
ſed, we proceeded on our journey; and about four 
6 in the afternoon we tarried till the druggermen of 
the convent went to the caddy for licenſe for us to 
| | enter the city, which having obtained, and deliver- 
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ing up our ſwords, and what other arms we had 
to bo carried to the convent, we entered the city on 
foot, and were «onduſted by the druggermen to 
the Latines convent, with two or three fathers; we 
found them at their devotion, and-afterwerds all went 
| into the father guardians chamber, who imbraced, _ 
bid us welcome; we were carried to our ] 

and the father procurator came to us, and p 2 =P 
| complement on ar bringing, two or three bottles of. - 


Lo 


3 1 

the beſt wine, and deſiring 2 call for What we 

Wanted: this was cur firſt entertainment; but I 

ſhould have told you that our druggerman, Mellanis 

Salley, who conducted us from Joppa, through the | 

mountains up to Jeruſalem, was formerly a robber ; 

himſelf, and could therefore the better carry us 

through the Arabs, who moleſt theſe mountains, and 

- Jive all upon purchaſe: He was a Greek by nation 
and religion. Now to our further entertainment at 

_ Jeruſalem, the next morning father Tamaſo, a lay- 
brother; mighty ſerious and religious in their way, 
came to our chamber with milk, wine and fruit, with 

a blefling in his mouth) the ſeaſon, being very hot, 
and about twelve o'clock we went to dinner, two or 

- three lay-brothers attending at the hall-door, with 
a baſon and ewer for us to waſh; and then enter ing 
the hall, the fathers ſtood all on one ſide near one a- 
nother, ſaying a grace in Latin, and then ſinging the 
Lord's prayer all together; and afterwards bow ing 
towards the picture of aur Saviour at ſupper with his 
apoſtles, which is placed over the guardian's head, 
adorned with ſilver croſſes about it, &c. The guar- 
dian hath bis table along in the middle of the room, 
and two long tables ſtand on each ſide, one for the | 

|  _ pilgrims, and the other for the fathers; after they 

| - had kiſſed the ground, we all ſat down, and hath e- | 

very one his allotment brought in a little diſh, never | 

wanting three or four courſes of ſeverai ſorts of 

7 meat: our wine, water, and fruit was fet ready; 
the wine about a quart, the water ſomething leſs, 

Which was the allowance of two men, and had two | 

_ glaſſes belonging to it: About the middle of dinner | 

tte Frater came and changed our water, that it might 

; drink the freſher. Dinner being ended, the father 
guardian knocks, and the fratres riſe and knee] with 
their faces towards the picture of our Savionr with his | 
Diſciples at ſupper, and mumbling ſomething to them- 

\ ſelves, they kiſs the ground, aad then begin totake | 
away, one carrying the. diſhes, another the knives, 

every one having his appointment; and then give- 


— A ä An. th 


—— 


— * 


305 MY A 
| | thanks in the ſame manner as before dinner; then 
waſhing at the door, they go into the church to” 
| prayers for a quarter of an hour; this they do daily, 
riſing always early, and in the night allo to go te 
| mals, 2 | | 5 : 45M 115 
At this time there were two or three Chriſtians ||| 
| come from Bethlehem, whote art is to make the 410 
tigure of our Saviour's ſepulchre, or what holy ſtory 1 
you pleaſe upon your arm; they make it ef a blue 18 
coleur, and is done by the coutinual pricking of your 
arm with two needles; they began preſeutly to go 4 
to work on ſome of us, and having preſented us the — | * 


| patterns of abundance of prints, every one took his 1 
fancy. 2 / an 
| The next day, May 27. we all agreed to go into |"! 
the temple, and about four in the afternoon we went : [| / | 
| ten or twelve fathers live there continually, and | | 
have their church there. The door is ſealed with IH 
the caddy's ſeal, and when any man goes in, he pays ry 
fourteen livres; we being entered the temple, the { ; 
| 0 


fathers came and falnted us, and conducted us to their 
lodgings; where atter we had been about an hour, | 
they prepared to go in proceſſion to a“! the holy x 9 
places, preſenting us every one a book of holy lungs, 114 
for cwery place in Latin. . 1 
| And ſo we ſet out, the fathers being dreſſed in | 4 
| white ſurplices, and the chief among them with | 
| cloth of ſilver over his ſurplice, with two more dreſ- 1 
ſed in the like garb to lead him; there was a greaet 
| {ilver crucifix carried before him, and.two men go- | 
ning on each ſide of it, with pots of incenſe to perfume | 
| every holy place that we came to. And ſo we went 4 
| to the places following. & | | - 
I; The pillar to which our Saviour was bound 
when he was ſcourged. 2. The priſon wherein he 
was put, 3. The place where the ſoldiers divided his 1 
garments. 4. The place where St Helena found our Wy 
Saviour's Croſs, 5. The pillar to which he was nz 
bound when he was crowned with thorns. 6. Mount & 
Calvary, where he was crucified. 7. Where our Sa- 
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| , Yiour was nailed to the Croſs. 8. Where he was a- 
/ + nNoimted. 9. The ſepulchre of Chriſt | 10. Where our 


Saviour appeared to Mary Magdalen in the ſhape- of 
a gardener. IT. The chappel'of the Virgin Mary, 


Where our Saviour firſt appeared to her after his re- 


ſurrection. I. might give you a particular deſcrip- 
tion of the Adornment of theſe places; but to be 
ſhort, every one have lamps burning at them, ſome 
are paved with marble, others are hung with pic- 
tures; the place where our Saviour was laid down te 


be nailed to the Croſs, is paved with marble alſo ; 


but in the exact place where the Croſs ſtood, the 
marble is covered over with ſilver, with ſilver lamps, 


and wax candles continually burning, and our Savi- 


eur eruciſied ſtanding on it: The ſepulchre alſo is 
covered with marble, with ſilver lamps, continually 
burning on it: ſo hath the anointing ſiqne : you mutt 
1 the ſepulchre bare foot, as alſo on Mount 
Vary. . 


Here all forts of Chriſtians have their cknrokes; 


248. 4 


the Greeks have the beſt, the Latins, the. Armeni- 


ans, the Coptes and the Syrians have each of them 


churches here. The Greeks and Latins are the two 


powerful religions in the temple, and with preat 
ſums of money, and the credit they have at Stambul 
or Conſtantinople, buy theſe holy places out of one 
anothers hands; the other parties are poor and 


. ſqueezed into a ſmall part of the temple; the Lztins 


once offered ten theuſand livres for a piece of the 
croſs, which the Greeks bought out of their hands. 


Theſe religious people bear little reſpect one to ano- 


ther, ſpeaking very baſely of each other. After 


our proceſſion, we went to view all the places aua 


churches again; the Greeks have a place in the mid- 
dlè of their church, which they ſay, is the middle 
of the world. They have another place by the pri- 
ſon of Chriſt, with two holes to put the feet in; there 
is allo a narrow paſſage between two pillars, in imi- 
tation of the ſtraiĩghtneſs of the path to heaven, which 
the Grecks creep through, In the- church cf the Sy- 


ö 
N 
f 
N 
| 


F An OO e 


11 f | 
Tian is the intended ſepulchre of Joſeph of Arima- 
thea, and Nicodemus; and yeur the anointing ftone 
is a tomb where Godfrey and Baldwin kings of ſe- 
ruſalem are buried. In the ſame place is the rent ef 
the rock which begins above, near the place where 
our Saviour was crueified, and in that rent they ſay 
Adam's head was found when our Saviour gave up 


turned to the convent. x 2 


gate, and turning on the right came to one of the 
fiſh-ponds of the old city, and a quarter of a mile fur- 
ther to the grot, where Jeremiah lived when he 
wrote his lamentations; on the left hand in the en» 
trance, is a lodge in the rock, about a ſtory high, 
Where they ſay Jeremiah ſlept; and below over a. 
gainſt the door is a hole intended for his ſepulchre; 
aſſing through a ruinate door, you come into the 
— where his well is, being a very good ſpring 
of ſweet water, there you pay one livre; afterwatds 
+ paſling along the fide of a mountain that lies level 
with the city, a little beyond Jeremiah's tomb, we 
came to the ſepulchre of the kings; the entrance 


inte the firſt room was ſo ſmall and low that we were 
forced to creep, in which there were ſevem ſepul- 


chres cut out of the rock; in the ſecond room there 
are eight, and in the third twenty-ſix, and many 


more in ſeveral others. One of the rooms 'hath a 


' door or ſtone cut out of the rock, and ſhuts and 
ens as a door with-hinges: This doox belongs to the 
room wherein Jehoſaphat was buried, his coffin is 


of ſtone, with a cover to it, very neatly wrought on ' 


the ſides with Flowers, as ſeveral are alſo ip the firſt 
room, but they know not what kings they are: 
there is alſo another chamber into which we crept, 
ſo that there are in all forty two burying-places un- 
der- ground, to which there is but one door to enter, 
all adorn'd with admirable werkmanſhip, which I 
being upſ{kill'd in, am unfit to expreſ in proper terms; 
and lo we returned to the conyent, entering the city , 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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the Ghoſt. Thus having ſeen the temple, we re- 


. May 23. We went out of the city at Damaſcus ' 
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at the fame gate. May 29) We repoſed, ſome of 

our company being a marking themſelves. May, 30. 
\ ook horle to go for Bethlehem, about 6 miles 
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the temple; and half a mile from the city is the place 
where the tree Tirabintha grew, which the Virgin 
Mary ſat under to give him ſuck, but the tree being 


cut down the place is incompaſſed with a wall: On 
the left hand yon ſee David's houſe whence he fpy'd 
Bethſheba waſhing berſelf; on the right, a little of 

the road, is old Simon's and Elias's houſe, and a 


quarter of a mile further, is the well where the wiſe 
men firſt ſaw the ſtar: A little further is the ground 
where the reapers were at work, when Nabbak- 


kuk coming to bring them meat, the angel took him 


up. by the hair of the head, and carried him into 
Babylon, to Daniel in the lyon's den: Afterward 


we ſaw Jacob's houſe, and a hill like a Sugar Joaf, 


where the Franks remained forty years, after they 
were driven out of Jeruſalem; next is a monaſte- 
ry of monks of the order of St. Tavola Paula Roma- 


peared to the ſhepherds, and cry'd, Gloria in Excel- 


| Fouth of Jeruſalem, and went out at the weſt gate, 
and turning on the left hand, and taking the lower 

path, we paſſed along the road that the Virgin Mary 
brought our Saviour, when ſhe came to offer him as 


na, who when they die, are buried at a convent in 
Bethlehem. | | | 


A mile further is the place where the angel ap- | 


— 


lis, &e, when our Saviour was born, where there 


_ hath been a convent, but there only remain an arched 
vault, we paid money to the Arabs, who when they 
eſpy any Franks going thither, ride poſt before to 


take poſſeſſion of the place, and get ſomething from 


them: 2 quarter of a mile hence, in the way ts So- 
- Tomon's ciſterns, is the village of the Shepherds, on 
the back part whereof is a well, of which they ſay 


the Virgin Mary deſired to drink: But the inhabi- 


tants deny ing to draw ber any water, it preſently 


 overflowed for her to drink; u little way from this 


village 1s Joſeph's houſe, and a while after we came 


' m. * 


thing leſs in compaſs, the third was full, and as big 


oh os $67 . 28 

to Sslomon's gardens, lying ſnhelyving. At the bot- 
tom of them is the road from Grand Cairo, and 
round the top paſſes an aquaduct which feeds Jexuſa= 
lem with water, (from thence we ſaw, Tekoa ſtand- 
ing on a high hill), the waters come from the ſoun- 
tains which feed Solomon's. ciſterns: paſling a mile 
along by the aquaduct, we came to Solomon's ciſterns; 


which are three; the firſt had no water in it, and, | | 
might be abopt 150 yards long, ſixty broad, and of 1 
a great depth; the ſecond had a little water, ſome- a | 


as the firſt: They run one into another, and are fed 
by the ſpring that feeds the city. The fathers ſay . 
that they were made to ſwim in, being built witng 
ſteps for a man to go down, but ſeem rather intended 
for a reſerve of water for the city dr the gardens, 
having a paſlage te both; near the garden is an ill 
contrived caſtle, where a few villains inhabit, to 
whom we paid one livre per man, for leave to go 
into the grot, where the ſprings, are that feed the 
city, and the, ciſterns; it is large, and hath, three 
ſprings, and a large paſſage cut through the rock, 
toward the ciſterns, paſſable by a man, but we went 
not to the end-of it. 8 RS oh 

We mounted our horſcs, leaving the caſtle on the 
right hand, at a diſtance we ſaw St George's church, 
where the fathers ſay the chains remain, wheres: 
with St George was bound, which will preſently cure. 
a mad mau, if bound therewith. | After an hour and 
a halfs riding we came near Bethlehem, where paſs | | 
ſing through a narrow lane, the guard conſiſting of 1 
four or e received five livres of = 
every one of us, and gur druggerman that went with 
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us received three. When arrived at the con vent we, | 

Paid ore for our entrance: afier being welcomed by 1 
the fathers we took our repoſe till five in the even- : ö 
ing, and then prepared to go in proceſſion to the | 


holy places, in the ſame manner as we did at the - þ 1 

_ temple in Jerulalem; the places we viſited were 14 

theſe; | | | | 8 
. 


— 


* 


An | 


3 1. The place where our Saviour was born. 2. The 


tomb of St Joſeph to whom the Virgin Mary was 
eſpouſed. 3. St Tanocents tomb. 4. The place 


Where St Jerom lived, when he tranſlated the bible 
into Latin. 5. St Jerom's praying place. 6. St je- 


rom's tomb. 7. St Paul's tomb. 8. St Euſtachias her 
daughters. 9. The Sepulchre of St Euſebius, Abbot 
of Bethlehem. 10. We return to the chappel of St 
Catherina built by St Paula. Next is the great 
church without the convent, which hath 48 pillars 
of marble about three yards long, all in one piece. 
At evening we went to viſit the place of our Savi- 
our's birth, formerly belonging to the Latines, till 
the Greeks bought it out of their hands; fo that now 
the Latins, when they go to their proceſſion, pray 
at that door by which they formerly entered. The 


, precipio has two doors, one over againſt the other, 
Well lined with carved iron, and ſtrengthened with 


iron ſpikes: We went in bare foot: on the right 
hand in the entrance, is the place they ſay where 
our Saviour was born, which is lined with marble ; 


and in the middle of the room there is a plate cover- 


ed with ſilver, by which they ſet a diſh to receive 
your charity: On the left hand is the manger where 
the Virgin Mary laid our Saviour, lin'd with mar- 
ble; and at the end of the manger on the right hand, 
is the picture of St Jerom naturally in the marble, 
which the fathers eſteem as a miracle; over againſt 


this manger is the place where the three wiſe men 


ſtood when they came to worſhip our Saviour: At 
the end of this place in a corner, is a hole made up 
with marble, wherein they ſay the Virgin Mary put 
the water, when ſhe had waſhed her hands: Over 


which a lamp burns centinually, and a great many 


in. other places. Over'this precipio, in the preat 

church, is the altar of circumciſion, where our Savi- 

our was circumciſed. | f | 
Having ſeen what was rare at Bethlehem, May 


31. early in the morning we proceeded on our jour- 


ney in which we ſaw theſe places follow ing: 


— — 


15 
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1. The grot where the Virgin Mary hid herſelf + 


when ſhe was warned to flee into Egypt. In thi 

time of her fear, (ſay they,) the milk left her bleſ -: 
ſed breaſts, ſo that the babe was almoſt like to be 
ſtarved; but ſhe praying to the Almighty, "there 
came forthwith abundance, which overflowing, her 
breaſts, and falling to the ground, left ever ſince, 
as they alledge, this conſequent virtue to this cave. 
The earth of the cave is white as ſnow, and. hath 
this miraculous operation, that a little of it, drunk 
in any liquor, to a woman that after her child-birth 
is barren of milk, ſhall forthwith give her abendance, 
which is not only available to Chriſtians, but likes 
wiſe to Turkiſh, Mooriſh, and Arabick women, who 
will come from far countries to fetch of this earth. 


2. David's ciſterns. 3. The grot wherein the Vir- 


gin Mary and Joſeph lived, before they could get a 
houſe. 4 The tomb of Rachel, Jacob's wife, which 


the Turks do alſo much efteem. F. The ſield of Sen- 


nacherib, where the angel of the Lord flew in one 
niglit, one hundred eighty five thouſand of the Syri- 
ans, In this place is a village called Batechelle, 
where the fathers affirm no Turk can live. 6. The 
place where the pillars of the convent of Ramah 
were made. 7. The vineyard whence the ſpyes of 
the land of Canaan took the cluſter of grapes, to 


ſhew the fruitfulneſs of it; alſo the fountain where 


Philip baptized the Q, of Sheba's Kunuch. - 8. The 
Deſart of John Baptiſt : and after an hours riding we 
came to John Baptiſt's fountain, where was his cham- 
ber and a rock, wherein there was a place cut out 
like a bench for his bed: to break off a bit of this 
rock, is worthy excommunication. 9. Zechariah's 
houſe where the Virgin Mary came to ſalute her cou- 


ſia, Elizabeth: for the angel that told her ſhe ſhould 


conceive, told her alſo, that her couſin was with «hild; 
and upon her ſalutation the child leaped in the womb, 


Near this houſe is a fountain with two ciſterns, which 


is called Elizabech's fimntains, 10. A ſtone where 
John Baptiſt preached, which the fathers ay the 
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| Turks have endeavoured to break in pieces, but 
could not. 11. Where John Baptiſt was born, now 
a4 a ſtable, but formerly a church: the fathers upon 
John Baptiſt's day carry an organ thither, and adern 
the place for their prayers. 12. The tombs of the 
Maccabees, which we ſaw at a diſtance, and bei 
ruinated, appear as ſo many arches. 12 We paſſed 
by a village, where the men are all Turks, and the 
women Chriſtians; for the people being poor, the 
Turks were very ſevere with them for their Harach : 
who not being able to pay all at once, turned Turks, 
c. 14. We came to the mountain Crupil, where 
part of the wood whereof our Saviour's Croſs was | 
made was cut down, and over the place where the 
fay the tree ſtood, is a ſtately church, in the polſel. 
ſion of the Greeks; the place juſt where the tree 
grew is inlaid with ſilver by which they ſet a diſh 
Sor charity. The floor of this church is well wrought 
with moſaik work, and painted with {cripture ſtories: 
and inſtead of a bell they knock upon à board that 
hanos up, which ſounds ſomewhat like a bell. 

And now we go forward to the convent at Jeruſa- 
lem, paſſing by Mount Gihon, where Solomon was 
anointed king, and about night came to our lodgings, 
having made twa days Journey to ſee the holy places, 
and trayerſe the mountains of Judea, we ſlept very 

well that night, but ſtill we have more pilgrimages. 
June r. We lay ſtill to recover ourſelves of our Beth- 
lehem journey, but father Tomaſo, out of his zeal 
is very importunate with us to be walking to ſee | 
- other places, which is very meritorious in the Roman 
church, and had we been of their religion it had 
been impoſſible to have miſt heaven, for we had re- 
| ceived indulgences for all our lives: which fancy I 
= wiſh do not deceive too many. June 2. We began 
| to ſearch for the holy places, which are theſe follow- 
ing: 1. The immolation of Iſaac near the temple cal- 
led mount Moriah, inlaid with ſilver, and + diſh ſet 
by for your offering. 2. Peter's priſon {till made a 
priſon by the Turks: At the end of which i a hole 
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in the wall, where they\{ay the chain was faſtened 
with which St:Peter was chained, little remembring 
how oft jerufalem hath been deſtroyed, and the ſtones 
of that old wall are now probably as far under 
ground, as theſe are above. 3. The monaſtery of the 
knights of Malta; a very fair building, one room 
hath ſeveral partitions for beds, with a. hole in the 
middle, that if any of them are ſick or fluxitive they 
are laid there, to which the water being bad, and 
the air unwholeſome, doth very much incline them. 
4. Solomon's Temple, which, if any Chriſtian go 
into, or but up the ſtairs, he muſt turn Turk or be 
bnrnt: The rarity of which 1 ſhall, give you an account 
of, when I come to à proſpe dt. 5. St Helena's Hoſ- 
pital, where there are {even great caldrons, in 
which ſhe uſed to have proviſions dreſſed for the 
poor, where we pay one livre for entrance. 6. The 
Judgment- gate at which our Saviour was brought in: 
and near the gate is the place where he was con- 
demned. 7. The dolorous way which Chriſt went 
to be crucified: and in the way is the houſe of Ve- 
ronica, who gave our Saviour a napkin to wipe his 
face, as he paſſed by: There is alſo Lazarus's houſe 
and the houſe of the rich glutton: and the place 
where our Saviour fainted. (as they ſay) and Simon 
took up the croſs : and near that is the church where 
the Virgin Mary ſtood to ſee him paſs by, and fainted 
with grief, now called the Virgin Mary's \church. 
8. Herod's palace now ruinated, and is now the Baſſa's 
Seraglia; in one room is the place where they cloathed 
our Saviour with purple. 9. Filate's houſe, here they 
Heu the place where our Saviour was crowned with 
thorns, and the pillar to which he was. bound which was 
brought from thence, and put into the temple ; next we 
enter the hall, where Pilate waſhed his hands, and declared 
himſelf innocent of our Saviour's blood ; out of which we 
had a fair proſpect of Salomon _ it is built uithin 
the middle of a ſpacious yard, of avout 570 paces long, 
and 370 broad very well pav'd, there are ſeveral arches, 
good walks, and buildings about it, The temple is wrough* 
or DO OS 
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_ with aoſaich work, 
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| and by the Tarks report, it very rich 
wil him, it being one of their Moſques ; and tho then have 

a'balf-moon upon all their temples. or moſques," yet this 
only bath a crofs through the middle : The fathers report- 


ing it would not ſtand till the croſs. was made, but this © 
moſpue, or temple, is à conſiderable way to the ſouth. eaſt 
 *where Solomon's temple ſtoud, for Julias the Roman em- 


\ peror,'in concurrence with the Fews, to give the Jie to our 
Saviour, who had ſaid, One ſtone of it ſhould not be left 


above another, twice: attempted to rebuild it, about the 


year 360, but earthquakes and flames. of fire-diſperſed 
their materials, and killed ,a'vaſt number of their work- 


men. ro. The place where Chriſt was ſcourged, nou a 


hop for linnem cloth. 1 . The houſe of Annas, where 
our Saviour being hurried with violence down, a. fleeß 
Place, to prevent falling, be laid hold of the corner, of a 
wall, where there is a place in one of the ſtones, fit for a 
: Piah's hand, which the fathers. account a great miracle. 


12 Simon the Pßhariſeeis houſe, where there ir a ſtone, 


wil the print of a foot, uhich they ſaid our Saviour 
made, when he flood to pardon May Magdalene her ſins: 


The Fathers ſay, the Turks have endeauour'd oftentimes 
to remove this ſtoue, but ſtill it comes into the ſame place 
. © again, 13: The honſerof Joakim and Anna, a fair high 
"building ; and in an under room, cut out of the rock, is 
Ihe place where they ſay the Virgin Mary was born. 
14 The pool of Bethſaida, where the ſick lay to ſe healed, 


the angel coming to trouble the water, and he that centred 
in of was healed ; it is about i 20 paces long, 40 broad, 


and 8 deep, but now it is dry, and half filled with earth. 
. x5. St Stephen's gate, and a little out of the city is the 

place where Stephen was ſloned : and the fathers fancy, 
"hat there is the print of his hands, face and kness when 
be fell down. 16. The valley of Jeboſaphat, at the bot- 


tom of the hill, between the mountain un which Jeruſa- 
lem ſtands and mount Olivet. 17. The place where the 


Virgin Mary is buried: whence going down a great many 
"ſton: ſteps,” you come into a large vault, where all the 
* Chriſtians have their altars apart, all being of ſeveral opi- 
© ions, and the Turks and Chriſtians both burn lamps over 


a 
her grave e Here we pay ons livre for entrance, and forty 
eight ltone-ſteps upward 10 Foſeph's tomb, and again. that 
| the tombs. of Teatim and Anna. 18 The place where 
Chriſt ſcat blood, and the angel appeared to comfort 
bim is near. the bettom of mount Olivet. 19. The place 
where our Saviour. prayed that this cup might pafs from 
him : and near that, is the rock en which his diſciples ſat, 
when he went to prayer, between which two places he was 
talen: it js now bordering on the garden of Cethſemane, 
but might formerly be part of the garden, and i on the 
aſcent of the: Mount Olivet : where the multitude going to 
carry our Saviour away, Peter ſmote off Malchus his car. 
Mount Olivet is about 600, paces eaſt of Feruſalem, aud 
ſeperated from it by the valley of Fehoſaphet, and bruck 
 Kidron. It has thres tops, the moſt northern is the higheſt, 


tbe ſouthern, the loweſt. 20. The place where they ſay 
| the Virgin Mary prayed for St Stephen, while he was a- 
| ſtoning. 21. Where Chriſt wept over Jeruſalem, it is a1. 
moſt at the top of Mount Clivet. 22. The place where 
our Saviour aſcended into heaven, having, as they ſay, 
left the print of his foct on a ſtone, it hath now a chapel 
built over it, with fourteen marble pillars ; it is at the top 
of mount Olivet, and a little way off is the place where 
the men of Galilee ſtood, when the angel aſked them, Why 
fland ye gazing up? Cc. 23. Where the angel told the 
Virgin, he ſhould be raiſed in three days. 24. Pelagius 
his grot, whence we ſaw Bethpage, where the aſſes colt 
was tied. 25. The tree under which our Savicur ſtood 
when he preached the Tudgment-ſermon. 26. The place 
where he made the Lord's prayer. 27. Where the apoſtles 
made the.creed ; being a groweth of twelve arches. 8. The 
| ſepulchres of the prophets, forty ſeven in number, cut out 
of the rock, and entring in at a door, we came into a large 
grot, where are ſeveral places eut gut, fit for to contain a 
coffin, here we paid one livre. 29. The tree where Judas 
banged himſelf. zo. The ſepulchre which Fehoſaphat in- 
tended for himſelf, but being 4 king, he was buried in the 
ſepuleßre of the kings. 31. Aoſalom's pillar or ſepulchre, 
cut out of the rack, and about the bigns[% of a ſmall ham 
. ber, with pillars round about like a room, built for ſame 
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lage perfor ; '3t is 14 Wer hes 55 and GER ſome tary. 
ing about it. 32. They jay near by is the print of Chriſt's 
feet, for when he was carried to Jeruſalem he fropped i 


the brook Cettron, and deſired to drink.” This brook runs 


along the eaſt-ſide of Jeruſalem, ani the we leide of mount 
Olivet, through the valley of Jeboſaphat; and „ it re- 
ceives all the rivulates about Feruſalem, it is but ſirall, 
and ſome times dry; but upon fudden rains, it fwells 


much, and runs with great violenee, and carries off 


the filth of the city, which by the common ſewers is 
carried into it. 34. The place where St James hid 
Himſelf three days and three nights; it is cut out of 
the rock. 34. On the ſide of the hill on which So- 
lomon worſhipped Molech, are chambers cut out of 
the rock, which they ſay was the place wherein the 
three hundred wives, aud ſeven hundred concubines 
of Solomon were kept when he gave himſelf up to 

that abominable idolatery. Molech, which literally 


| ſignifies King, was an. idol of the Ammonites: this idol 


Was braſs, and placed on a throne of the ſame metal; 

his head, which reſembled that of a calf or ox, was 
adorned with a royal crown, his arms were extended 
as if to embrace any that approached him. He was 
hallow within, where fire was placed te heat the idol, 
that it might burn the offerings. That there were 
ſeven different appartments for receiving the differ- 


ent oblations of meal, turtles, ewes, rams, calves, 


oxen, and children. It is {aid the unhappy parent, 
who offered his child to Molech, put him into the 


burning arms of the idol, Where he expired amidſt 


terrible pain, and while drums, &c, were beat to 


drowyn his cries. That the ſacrificed child was burnt 


in order to obtain a bleſſing on the reſt of the family. 

35- The fountans of the Virgin Mary, which you go 
down to by ſtone ſteps; the water whereof is ſo ſweet, 
that were a man blind-folded, he could not think it to 
be any thing but milk and water. 36. The place 
where the Prophet Iſaiah was ſawn afunder ; his ſe- 
.pulchre is under a rock near the ſame. 37. The 
fountain of Siloa, by which is a —— wherein for- 
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merly the pilgrims uſed to waſh, but new ruin'd, and 
fill'd with ſtones and mud, yet is its water ſtill accounted 

for the eye · ſight; and near this is Golgotha: they | | 
ay Adam was buried here, but it is certain that Jefus 
was here crucified. 38. Near the bottom is a well, 
wherein they ſay Nehemiah hid the holy fire, when 
the children of Iſrael were carried captive; and when 
they returned 40 years after, they ſay they found the- 
ſame fire in the well. 29. Aſcending up the mount 

. We'came to the tombs of Annas and Caiaphas, who 

were high prieſts. 40. And near is the place where 

the apoſtles hid themſelves; entering a ſtraight pal- 

ſage, we came into a room under ground, out of which 174 

there go ſeveral holes, wherein they ſay, the apoſtles 

lay. 41. We then came to Aceldama, a grot, now 

held by the Armen ians fur a burying place: It is ſaid 

to be the Potters. field, which was bought with the 30 

pieces of ſilver which was given by the Jews to Ju- 

das to betray our Saviour: And it is ſaid, the earth | 

thereof will conſume the bady of a man in forty-eight 

hours; there are feveral yents on the top to let out 

the ſmell. We went down under a rock, to a place 

where we could look into it, and there ſaw the form | 

of a man entire, he being only new laid in, but net i! 1 

covered with earth. 42. We came to the fountains 14 

of Beerſheba, at the bottom of Mount Sion, in which | 
there is now little water, we being forced to tarry 2 
quarter of an hour for one draught. 

Having ſeen all that was remarkable intheſe parts, 
we made toward the convent, having got a great 
deal of credit with father Tamaſo, that we ſhould be 
ſuch zealous pilgrims, as to walk from five in the 
morning till mid-day; but to encoarage us would ſtill 
go foremoſt, and told us always there was ſome places 

more worth our ſeeing than any before; and though 

he was old, and the weather hot, yet at the going up | 
of a hill, he would run, that he might be foremoſt and 4 
gave all the good words that could be, to encourage 4 
us Proteſtants, who never hop'd or thought that we | 
merited any thiug by it; but at length we came to 
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the convent again well weary, every one retiring to 
his lodgings. | | 

June 3. We repoſed at the convent; after dinner 
onewf the fathers came and told us, that the father 
guardian would waſh our feet: which honour we 
accounted too great for us, and deſir d to be excus'd, 
but we were forced to comply with the orders of the 
convent; the baſon which was as big as a tub, was 
_ plac'd by a chair, there were roſe leaves and herbs 
put into the water; the fathers ſtood in a row ſing- 
ing godly hymns; we ſat down, and the father guar» 
dian wrapt a towel about our knees, to fave our 
cloathes; then they began to ſcrub our legs and feet, 
being maſters of their art, there were two fratres 
attending, one on one leg, and another on the others 
having firſt dry'd the left foot, the father kiſles it, 
and puts on our flipper, then he drys the right ſoot, 
and wraps the towel about the ſole of thee foot, and 
ſetting it on his knee, covers the toes with his hand, 
and then come all the tratres, and kiſs it; he gives 
us a little candle, in raking which, we kiſs bis hand, 
and fo riſe and ſtand by, till all our company are 
waſhed in like manner. Then went we in proceſ- 
ſion round their chappel, they ſaying ſeveral pray- 
ers at three altars, and fo we return'd to our cham- 
bers, June 4. After dinner we went into the kit. 
chen, where we found all the fathers, with napkins 
before them, waſhing the diſhes, every one taking 
his part, even to the father guardin himſeif; ſome 
were cleanſing, ſome handing away; but all the 
while with one conſent, they ſay fome prayer; it 
ſeeming to be their endeavour, that all that they do, 
may be to the glory of God; this W Jone they 
go all to prayers, and you ſhall never ſee the chap- 
pel without ſome of them; yea, and two or three 
times in the night they riſe to prayers. On Whit- 
ſunday the chappel was adorned ſomething extraor- 
dinarly, a very rich canopy being ſet on the right 
hand of the high altar, for the Ether guardian to 


fit under; when the prayers began, the father guar- 
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dian came into the chappel, and fat under this cane» 
y: There were three or four fathers dreſt in cloth 
of ſilver, like heralds, two whereof attend on each 
ſide of the guardian, and two ſtood over againſt him. 
Then they begin to dreſs the father guardian in his 
feſtival robes, and having read two or three lines, 
put a piece of linnen laced about his neck, and then 
his ſurplice, reading ſtill between every robe that 
was put on. Then they cover him with a garment 
of rich ſattin, and cloth of ſilver; the tWo that ſtood 
over againſt him, bowing at ſome words. His body 
being thus dreſt, the two fathers put a mitre on his 
head, with all the reſpe& imaginable; after a ſhort 
prayer, they take the father guardian by the hand, 
and lead him to the altar, he ſtanding in the middle 
of the four fathers, adorn'd as aforeſaid; the other 
fathers have their ſurplices on, and the organs go; 
then making a ſhort' prayer at the altar, they lead 
the guardian to his place again; and after a little 
reading they take off his mitre, and he ſits bare till 
the prayer be done; then they put on another mitre; 
the firſt was of cloth of ſilver, and the ſecond was of 
cloth of gold, ſet full of rubbies, diamonds, and other 
ſtones, they took off that alſo, and put on a third 1 
mitre of cloth of gold, differing in ſhape from the 1 
others. The guardian being led to and from the 
altar a great while; at length when they came to 
read where the Holy Ghoſt came down upon the 
Apoſtles aſſembled together, a father upon the ter- 
raſs, was appointed to throw down a white pigeon, 
creſt up with ribbons, in imitation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, but he met with ſome difficulty, for the 
window was ſo faſt ſhut that he could not open it for 
a great while, fo that we had like to have gone away 
. without their Holy Ghoſt; but this difficulty over- 
come, he made the dove deſcend among us, Which 
being done, after a prayer, they began to undreſs 
the father guardin again, reading all the while his 
robes were taking off; and ſo this days ſervice was 


done. | N 
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| Now we began to think of going to the Dead Sea, 


and the river Jordan, demanding what our expence 


twenty-two livres, and if we would not, he would 
have 10 livres a man: We thinking ourſelves under 


his command, were not willing to embroil the con» 


vent, who bear all damages, as they have done for 
ſeverals, but thanks to God, none happened in our. 
time. We all reſolv'd to go except Mr. T. H. one 
Engliſhman. more, and a Dutchman, not thinking 
the Baſſa had been in earneſt; but becauſe they went 
not, they were forc'd to pay ten livres for nothing; 
we then came to Bethany two miles eaſt from je- 


ruſalem, now a ſmall village, where emring into 


a grot under ground, we {aw a tomb, from whence 


they ſay our Saviour raiſed Lazarous, after he had 
been dead ſo many days: A little further they ſhow 
you the houſe of Mary Magdalene, and the well 


which the apoſtles uſed to drink. Here we had the 
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-wauld be; the fathers ſay, twenty five livres, but 
we all agreed not to give above twenty. The. fa- 
. thers ſent our reſolution to the baſſa, and he return- 
ed anſwer, Tnat if we would go, we ſhould, pay 


Baſſa's guard to wait upon us, for fear of the Arabs, | 


who are on the other ſide in the land of Moab, and 
ten make incurſions, and have ſharp dilputes at 


the end of the lance, with thoſe that live on this ſide, 


in the land of promiſe. The Baſſa pretended he 


-muſt ſend fifty men with us, but it proved but fif- 


teen or ſixteen. Having repoſed à little on the 
the ground, about nine at night We mounted our 
horſes, and paſſing through the turning and wind- 


ing of the mountains, came in the morning to the 


foot of the Quarantine, mountain, where, we diſ- 
mounted, and making the cold earth our bed, ſlept 
two or three hours, having our horſes made faſt to 


our hands; and at the ſun riſing, we roſe alſo, and 
. walked to Fliſha's fountain, a ſtones throw off, and 
before the ſun was too hot, We mounted our horſes 


at the foot of the mountain, and ſo began to aſcend, 


n being very ſteep; having aſcended a great 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
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ä height, we came to the . 
Saviour ſlept, when he faſted forty days? and from 
that the mountain received its name: This place is 
near the height of the mountain, but the pafſage to 
the top is known only to the Arabs; there is a church 
over it, where ſame fathers have liv'd, till they © 


—. 1 s 
place where they ſay our__ 


were murdered: by. the Arabs, Below are ſeveral 
ciſterns of water, and frontiſpieces of chappels, but 
the paſſage to them is cut off, as we were going up, 


the thoughts of the danger of deſcending enters in- 


to our heads, and the emperor of Germany's drup-- 
german or interpreter, for theſe country languages 
being fearful, got two Turks to conduct him down, 
and ſo having all had a ſafe deſent, we rode chear- 


fully back to Eliſha's fountain, formerly bitter, but 


he throwing in handful of ſalt, tue waters became 
ſweet. Here we lay till four a clock, and the heat 
of the ſun being over, made for Jericho, and arriv'd 
about five, where there are now only a few poor 


cottages; we pitch'd by Zaccheus's tree. The in- 


habitants are moſt Arabians, and ſome few Greeks, 


Here the captain of the village came to welcome 


our Baifa and his people, mounted upon 2 mare, vas 


Jaed at à thouſand livres, mares being only in eſteem 
among them: Here we repoſed under a rotter 


hedge, till about four next morning, having little 


. 


Pleaſure in our companions the gnats and other 


{tinging creatures. | | 
We proceeded then for the river Jordan. We 
obſerved before, that the nppermoſt ſpring of this 
noted river is Mount Lebanon, about twelve miles 
north of Ceſaria Philippi. After it has run about 1$ 
miles more to the ſouth, it receives a conſiderable 
branch, which under grougd, proceeds to the lake 
Phiala. About 16 miles further ſouthi, it forms the 
waters ef M-rum or lake of Samechon, which is near 
4 miles broad, and above 7 long. Aſter running 
about 29 miles further fouth,'it forms the lake of Ge- 
neſareth, which is about 13 miles in length, and 5 


in breadth, From thence it runs fouthward througs + - 


1, 


ſwelled. The 


a long valley,” whoſt air it unwholſome, and moſt of it 
deſurt, till it loſes itſelf in the Dead Sea. Its whole 
courſe is about 160 miles, It ancientiy over flowed its 
banli in March or April, by means of the melting of the 


ſnow on Lebanon and Hermon ; but as we were told, goes 


net ſo now to any degree. The reaſon aſſigned is, that 
ite channel is now ſunk very deep. Before it enter the 


Dead Sea, its ordinary courſe is not above 30 yards in 


breadth, but is exceeding deep, even at the very edge of 
iti inner bank, and the ſtream is flrong and rapid. It has 
an utter bank, about the eight part of a mile diſtance 


from the ether ; 2 it ſeems was its breadth when it was 

anks f a great part of it are ſo covered 
with thickets, that in many places one cannot ſee it, till 
at the very brink of it ; and in theſe thickets, lions were 
wont ts lodge, but were driven thence by the ver flowing 


f the river, at which ſeaſen they wandered about, and 
"were dangerous to ſuch as dwelt near the river. After 


we had ſatisfied our curioſity, by ſwimming, Cc. our 
guard adviſed us to be gone, in caſe the Arabs ſhould 


come upon them, therefore we all made ready, and ſet for- 


ward for the Dead Sea ; about two hours after in our way 
to the Sea, we paſſed through a moſt curſed barren plage, 
»0f having ſo much as a green herb, or a pile of graſs, 
and the face of the earth covered with ſalt, and though 
diy, yet our horſes ſunk up to the knees. I am perſuaded 
that this is the valley of Salt mentioned in 2 Kings xiv. 7. 
We came xow to the Dead Sea, being about 50 miles in 
length, and about 1y o,. There 1s not @ place from 
whence ths water which comes iato it runs out again, ex- 


cept it be under the earth; neither doth it ſeem to en- 


creaſe with the river Tordan, and ſeveral other waters 
that do run into it. It was once a fruitful valley, and 
compared for delight to paradice, aud galled Pentapolis, 
of her five cities, but afterward deſtrayed with fire from 
heaven, and turned into this filthy lake ard barren deſo- 
lation,which doth encompaſs it. And to trythe virtue that 


is reported to be in the water, wherein they ſay a man 


cannot ſink, ſome of our company went into the lake, and 
found it impoſſible to get their bodies under water, yea, 
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could hardly keep their legs under. ' The wa- 


ter is ſulphury, and the extremity of faltneſs. 
not to be expreſſed: When they came out their 
was a perſect oil upon their bodies, Our eyes 
being ſa Kaste with curioſities and rarities, we 
made haſte back to Jeruſalem: the ruins of one 
of the cities that were deſtroyed for Sodomy, 
now lies a good part out of the water, and is 


| ſuppoſed to be Zeboim, 


Having now viſited all the places worthy of 
notice in the Holy Land, wbich travellers uſ- 
ually do, we now began to think of leaving Je- 
ruſalem; but father Thi amaſa, beivg ſtill want 
ing to entertain us as far as iu his power, ſhow- 
ed ns a very accurate map of the buunderies of 
ancient Canaan, or the Land of Promiſe. It 
was, according to the neigheſt calculation, about 
180 miles in length, from Dan eon the North, 
to Beerſheba on tbe South; aud from Faſt to 
Weſt, about 80; and ſo comprehends in all, 
much about nine million, three hundred and 
thirty three thouſand acres of ground; of which 
each of the ſix hundred aud one thouſand, ſe- 
ven hundred and thirty Hebrew wariors who 
conquered it, might have about 12, er 13 acres 
allotted for his ſhare. It lies in the 32, 33, and 
34 degrees of north latitude; and in the 36, 
and 37, of eaſt longitade from London. It has 
the Mediterranean ſea on the welt; Lebanon 
and Syria on the north ; Arabia the Beſart, and 


the land of the Ammouites, Moabites, aud Mi- 


dianites on the eaſt; the land of Edom, and 
wilderneſs of Paran on the ſouth, and Egypt 
on the ſouth-weſt, No more than this was 


wont to be called Canaab; and this only was 
promiſed to the Hebrews in poſſeſſion; but Da- 
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vid extended Wop, ko, fariher, to Syria, 
Ammos, Moab, and Edom, &c. c. Tho this 
country in general, is now almoſl uncultisated, 
and in courſe appears very barren, it being now 
under a curſe, and peſtered with the wild and 
lavage Arabs; yet ancientlyp it was undonbt-' 

edly a moſt beautiful and fertile coantry, Jor- 
dan running ſouth- ward through it, and form- 

. ing ſeveral pleaſant and agreeable lakes; and a 

_ multitude of brooks and rivulates croſſing the 
country on both ſides of the Jordan; and a vaſt 

. muliitude of valleys and hills pleaſantly diver- 

ſiſied, and when the Almighty, by his ſeaſon- 

| able warmth and rains bleſſed the laborious im- 

pProvers of this ſoil, it-is not in the leaſt incre- 

Adaible how it ſapported the numerous thoufands 

| that once dwelt therein. But the now inhabi- 

tants of this once moſt bleſſed country, are for 

the moft part, wild Arabs, ſaid to be the de 
| fcendants of Iſhmael, and if we ſhall conſider | 
 _-» the ancient predictions of Scripture we will find. 

|  -. thenrliterally fulfilled concerning them for up- 
wWeards of three thouſand years paſt: For it was 

| _ prophefied, That the Iſhmaelites ſhauld be wild 
| free men; ſhould have their hand againſt every 

man, and every man's hand againſt them; and 
yet ſhould dwell in the preſence of all their 
brethren, and maltiply iato twelve tribes, and 
become a great nation; or, that however they 
ſhould be preſſed, they ſhould never be utterly. 
ſubdued. See Gen. xvi. 1, 12. & xvii. 20. and 
Kx. 10, ta 13, &c. Iſhmael bad twelve ſons, 
Fathers each of a tribe; they dwelt next to their 
relatieus, the off ſpring of Lot, and of Abraham 
by Keturah, and of Eſau the father of Edam ; 
they gradually increaſed till they ſwallowed up 


* - —_ 


ad TNT | 
—— 


their neighbours 910 Ader de; and numbers 

of them began early to trade with Egypt and 
Tyre. Vaſt numbers of them roved about from 
place to place with their cattle, dwelling in 
. tents without any ſettled abode, and became 
very troubleſome to their neighbours; it be- 
came therefore the intereſt of every conqueror 
to ſubdue them, or root them out; and they 
were very often puſhed and hard put to it, yet 
ro tbis day never ſubdued, Trajan the Reman 
emperor, thought to have conquered. them, 
and beſieged Petra their capital; but his troops 
was ſo terrified with thunder, lightning and 
hail, and ſwarms of flies, &e. that they were 
repulſed upon every attack, And ſeveral hun- 
dered years after we find the Arabs ſometimes 

allied with the Perſians, and other times with 
the Romans, but in ſubjection to neither of theſe 
grand empires. In the year of our Lord oo, Ma- 
homed an Arab, became a great impoſtor, and 
his countrymen, under the name of Saracins, 
to propogate his religion, ſubdued all Arabia, 
the weſtern Aſia, and a great part of Africa, 
Spain, and ſeveral other places in Europe: 
They couſtituted an empire of about ſeven 
thouſand miles in length: And tho” by diviſions 
among themſelves, and the growing power of 
the Turks, and the terrable ravages of the 
\Tartars, &c. between the year of our Lord, 
| 900, and 1260, their wide extended empire 
was greatly reduced; and in the next three 
hundred years after, the Turks and Spainards 
reduced almoſt the reſt; yet the original of the 
Iſhmaelites, were never ſubdued. And to this 
day the Tarkiſh Sultans pay them an annual 
ribute of a very conſiderable ſam for a ſafe 
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paſſage to their holy 5 Mecea and Mi- 
ina: And if payment is neglected, the Arabs 
are {ure to pay themſelves by falling upon the 
caravans, or companies of pilgrims; or by ra- 


„ 


vagping Me ſopotamia or Syria; of which there 


have happened feveral inſtances not long ago: 
For they have always been famed for their;luſt, 
robbery, ravage, revenge, and murders. Such 
are the inhabitants that now poſſeſs the mot} of 


the ancient, and once moſt famous and renown. 
ed kingdom of Iſrael, | 


Father Thomaſo, who ſeems to be a very ju- 


dicions man, told us, that he had been at Mount 
Sinai, which ſtands on the ſouth corner of the 


' boſom. of the Red Sea, about 260 miles caſt- 


ward of Grand Cairo, in Egypt. The defart 
on. the ſouth and weſt of it, is a pretty high 
ground. for about twelve miles, and is diftin- 
Suſhed with.a variety ef leſſer hills. The moun- 
tain is of no great extent, but very high, and 


| Hath two tops, the weſtern of which is called 
Horeb, and the eaſtern, which he ſnppoſes to be 


about a third higher, is properly called Sinai. 
He ſays that there are ſome ſprings and fruit 
trees on Horeb, but nothing but rain water on 
the top of Sinai: the aſcent of both is very ſteep, 
and can only be aſcended by ſteps, which the 


_ empreſs Helena, the mother of Conſtantine the 
Great, cauſed to be cut out in the mule rock. 


At the top of Sinai, he ſays, there is an uneven 


and rygged place, which would hold about ſixty 
_ perſons, Here ſtands a chappel dedicated to St 


Catharine; and near to it, on tbe brow of the 
barren rock, is a fountain of freſh water. The 


monks that dwell here, have with aſhes, &c, 
made a ſort of a foil for a garden. From the: 
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top of this mount, God proclaimed his law to the He- 
brews, from amidſt terrible flames of fire. He told 
us likewiſe, that he viewed the rock Rephidim, 
which ſeems to have been a clift fallen off from the 


. 


ſide of Sinai; and lies like a large looſe ſtone in the 


midſt of the valley. It is of à red garnet colour, 
the hardneſs of flint, and is nigh about ſix yards 
ſquare; and there is twelve openings in it, whence 
the water guiſhed, out for the thirty- nine years ſup- 
ply of the Hebrews, and the ſtone is worn where 
the water had ran down. | | 
Hermon, is a mountain on the North-eaſt of the 
Holy Land, beyond Jordan, a little ſouthward of 
Lebanon. The dew that falls on it is beautiful and 
fine : In a ſummer evening it will wet one to the 
kin, and yet is in no danger in ſleeping at night, as 
we were told, in the open field. Ihe ſnow lies on 
it moſt part of the ſummer, 4nd was anciently car- 
ried from thence to Tyre, that the people there 
might drink their wine in frilco. 7 
Gilboa, the mountain noted for the defeat of the 


Hebrews, and the ſlaughter of Saul and his three 


ſons, lies about ſixty. miles north from Jeruſalem : 
and tho* David, in his elegy, withed its wonted 
fertility turned into barrenneſs and drought, yet 
we are aſſured, that dew falis on it, as well as on 
other places, | | 

Jeruſalem, lies about 25 miles weſtward of Jordan, 
and about 42 eaſt of the Mediterranean ſea, 90 miles 
ſouth of Damaſcus, 300 miles ſouth of Aleppo, and 
230 miles north-eaſt of Grand Cairo in Egypt. It 
ſtands on a high rock, with ſteep aſcents on every, 
tide, except on the north. It is ſurrounded with 
hills. The city at preſent is about three miles in 
circumference, the walls and fortifications feem to be 
very ancient; but the private buildings are moſtly 
very mean,. ard thinly Inhabited. The reſort of 
pilgrims hither, only renders it conſiderable; . and 
the accommodating them with lodgings and provilſt+ 


ans, the. chief buſineſs af moſt. of. the inhabitants. 
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For the protection of the levies againſt the Arabs,. 
and to receive the tribute exactcd of them, a Baſha 
always reſides here with a guard of janizaries. As 
to the particular places in and about Jeruſalem, we 
have already diſcribed. 

June 13. We being reſolved to ſet forward in the 
morning, the father guardian came and gave us his 
blefling, and ſprinkled us with holy water, deſiring 
us to excuſe our bad treatment, and that if at any 
time we had been diſatisfied we ſhould paſs it over; 
but we knew it was a compliment, for we had the 
civilleſt entertainment imaginable, and very far from 
diſguſting us; for they were not only ready to be our 
{ervants but our ſlaves; yea, our honeſt father Toma- 
ſo, never ceaſed, almoſt from morning to night from 
bringing us either victuals or drink, or aſking whether 
we wanted any thing : And now for this his fourteen 
days ſer vice, we were no ways capable to recompence 
him, for they would take no money but for our vic- 
tuals, and ſome other {mall ſervices; we therefore 
preſented to the convent” thirty livres a- pu ce, and 
tome that had ſervants more. The father procurator 
28 it, they entered all our names in a book, 
and the ſums we gave: The book where the names 
only were written we had a view of, and took a copy 
of all the Engliſhmen that were in it, from the Year 
160 f to this day, being one hundred and fifty eight 
in number. ERS 
June 14. We departed, our mulletteers having 
provided horſes, intending to take Emaus in our 
way, but night drawing on, we made St Jerom's 
church our ſleeping place, formerly fathers liv'd in 
it, but the Arabs came upon them in the night, and 
cut all their throats: The church is well built, and 
hath been adorn'd with pictures on the walls, of 
which ſome remain to this day. About two hours 
riding from Jeruſalem, we paſs'd over the brook, 
out of Which they ſay, David gather'd the pebble-. 

ſtones to ſlay Goliah. June 15. We arriv'd at the 
. - convent. in Ramah about ten in the morning, where. 
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we tarried till mid-nighr, at which time there was 
a ſhip to depart, and me of us attended to embark :: 
the reſt took a boat like a Graveſend barge, we put 
our proviſions of bread and wine aboard, and ſo put 
to ſea, keeping always near the ſhore for fear of a 
ſtorm. After three days fail we arriv'd at Aerica, 
formerly Ptolemas, once a famous city of Galilee, 
on the coaft of the Mediterranean fea, about 32 
miles ſouth of Tyre. The Chriſtie religion Was 
early eſtabliſhed here, and it was here Paul vilited' 
the ſaints in his way to Jeruſalem. They had Chriſ- 
tian biſhops in the 2d, 3d, 4th 5th and 6th centries of 
the Chriſtian era. In the 12rh, and 13th centries, it 
was a place of great ſtrength, and was the object 
of no ſmall contention between the Mahometans and 
Europians in the holy wars, as they were called, 
And here the knights of St John of Jeruſalem forti- 
hed themfelves a long time. It has been now about 
300 years ſubject to the Turks, and is ſtill remarkable 
for a deal of magnificent ruins of palaces, caſtles, and” 
about 30 churches, It is now very poorly built and 
inhabited, ſcarce above a mile about and without walls, 
as the Arabs will not allow it to be incloſed, leſt they 
ſhould loſe their power over it. It has an old church, 
and 2 biſhop of the Greek church. The popiſh monks 
have an inn, which ſerves them inſtead of a convent. 
The road being ſo bad that all the art ſhipmaſters 
have, can but keep their cables together. The com- 
modities m this place are only cottons, pot-aſhes, and 
{ome fillotto's. . | ; Ye 
Two days after, we arrived at Tripoli, capital 
city of the kingdom of that name, ſituate on the Me- 
diterranean ſea, 300 miles ſouth eaſt of Tunis, ſur- 
rounded by a wall and fortifications: but its greateſt 
ſtrength is in its inhabitants, who are a parcel of 
deſperate fellows, banditti that have fled from Tur- 
key, pirates and renegadoes, who live chiefly by 
the plunder of honeſt merchantmen that navigate the 
neighbouring ſeas; tho, the produce of their coun- 
try would ſuſtain them abundagtly with materias to 
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traffic with, if they applied themſclyes to huſbandry 
and manufacturies: for it produces corn, wine, ſilk, 
and wool, where it is cultivated; and they bred a 


great many camels and fine horles: and the Euro- 


pians do trade with them for corn, oil, wool, ſoap, 
dates, oſtrich feathers, and ſkins; but they make 
more by the ſlaves they take at ſea than by any of 
the other articles, ſetting high ranſoms upon them, 
or forcing them to ſerve at fea or land, in all man- 


ner of drudgeries. The Dey or ſovereiga of Tri- 
_ poli, is not ſo abſolute as the Dey of Algiers; for a 


Turkiſh Baſha reſides here, who receives his autho- 


rity from the Grand Signior, and has a power of 


controulling the Dey, and levying a tribute upon his 


ſubjects; the Dey is elected however, by the ſol - 


diery of the place, and not appointed or depoſed by 
the Grand Signior, and the ſoldiery take the liberty 
of removing their ſoycreign, and electing another, 
when they ſee fit. SE Gin 
We lodged here again at the conſul's houſe ſor 


2 good many days, who treated us all the time like 


prinees, but the plague being raging at Aleppo, an- 
other gentleman and myſelf, took it in our heads 


that we would go and viſit Loretto, a city of Italy, 


in the Pope's teroterries 15 miles ſouth ot Ancona, 
three miles weſt of the gulph of Venice, and 145 
miles eaſt of Rome. We met with nothing uncom- 
mon by the way, but ſhall here give as particular a 


diſeription of this magnificient place as I can. Lo- 


retto is a ſmall fortified town, conſiſting of one ſtreet 
within the gate, and another without, but the richeſt 


in the world: For, according to catholic tradition, the 
chamber of the Bleſſed Virgin (in which ſhe was born, 


and was ſaluted by the Angel, and brought up her ſon 


Jeſus till he was twelve years of age) was hrought by 


Angels into Dalmatia, on the eaſt-ſide uf the gulph of 
Venice, in the year 1291, or thereabouts, but the 
people of that country not expreſſing a due veneration 


for it, it was three or four years afterwards, tranſ- 
ported over the gulph, into Italy, and at length fixed. 
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at Loretto, and a moni ied .church, the preſent 
cathedral, built over it, in the middle whereof, it now 


remains, under the cupola. They alſo have erected 


four walls of white Parian marble to ſurround the 


holy chamber, half a foot diſtant from it. The cham- 


ber is 40 feet long, 20 broad, and a0 in height, with- 


out any roof or covering; in it is an image of the bleſ- 
fed Virgin, with a little Jeſus in her arms, and a 
triple crown on her head, her whole perſon covered 
almoſt with diamonds and pearls, and round the ſtatue 
is a kind of rainbow of precious ſtones, of various co- 


lours, the ornaments, altars, and utenſils in this place, 


on inexpreſſibly rich. The gallery, in which the 
treaſures are lodged, is filled with gold, jewels, and 


veſſels and ornaments more precious than gold: the 
- votive donations of Emperors, Kings, Popes, and 


Princes, &c. for many hundred years paſt: Silver 
work are not thought worthy to be admitted here. 
To this holy houſe ſome years there have reſorted 
five hundred thouſand pilgrims, between Eaſter and 
Whitſuntide, and during the ſpace of two days in Sep- 
tember, when they celebrate tke feaſt of the Virgin's 


nativity, no leſs than two hundred thouſand have beea 


here, and none of theſe come empty handed, but con- 
tribute ſomething to encreaſe the treaſure. Pope Six - 
tvs V. firſt made Loretto a city and biſhopric, and it 
is eſteemed the moſt ſacred place under heaven, by 
all good Catholicks. 
Having now ſatisfied our curiofify at Loretto, we 


Scandernoon, the plague was abated, but we found a 
great many of our friends were dead, we foon {et out 
for Aleppo. I ſhall give a diſcription of that city, and 


ſo here put an end to my journey. Aleppo, lies in eaſt 
longitude 37. 40. latitude 36. 30. It is the capital of 


tie government, or Belgerbelic of Aleppo, in Aſiatic 
Turkey, ſituateti go miles eaſt of the Levant ſea, and 


port of ScandEtnoon, and about 100 miles welt of the 


river Tuphrates. It ſtands upon four hills in the mid- 
dle of a pleaſant fruitful plain, being of an oval figure, 
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Wl. And about three miles in . the caſtle ; 
- .* being on che higheſt hill in the middle of the cityz, 
the bulldiags of the town are better than in moſt ci» \ 
ties ig Turky, and! they have a great many ſtately 
noſquts: it is well furniſhed with fountains and reſer. 
vbirs of water, and their'gardens and vineyards, well 
planted with grapes, ' oranges, apples, cherries, and 
other excellent fruit. The Chriſtians have their how 
- ſex and churches in the ſuburbs... There is a very eon · 1 
ſiderable-trade here for ſilks, camblets, and Turky | 
leather, Every Europian nation almoſt has its factors 
here; the Engliſh factors are about forty. in number, 
and live in a quadrangle, reſembling a college, hav- 
ing their chaplain and chappel, where they perform 
their devotions regularly as in Chriſtendom; and at 
leaſure hours they hunt and uſe other ſports, with all 
_ "imaginable freedom, © About twelve miles eaſt of 
Aleppo, is a ſalt lake, ſeven or eight miles over, have 
| a dry cruſt of ſalt on the ſurface, which ſounds 
ke frozen ſnow when horſes trample on it ; and ma- | 
| + gazines of this falt is laid up in the neighbourhood of _ | 
Aleppo. The Beglerbeg of Aleppo, commands all the 
1. country between the Leyant ſea and the Euphrates; 
but the eaſtle has a governor independent of him. 
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Having now finiſhed our travels, and being almoſt - 

tired with ſeeing curioſities, after taking leave of our 

friends at Aleppo, we took ſhipping at Scandernoon, 
and failed for London, where we arrived in gc 


= | | 
health in the end of the year 1776. "0 ERR 
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